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The Australian Pipeline Industry requires responsible persons to ensure that potential remote 
location hazards which may be encountered are identified and that persons who may be 
potentially impacted are informed and prepared to cope with those identified hazards. 
 
There must be a consistent, planned and considered approach to remote location safety on all 
projects and operational activities. 
 
The following guidelines should be considered in both the project planning and operational 
phases. 
 

1. RISK MANAGEMENT AND FORWARD 
PLANNING 

 
The first step toward achieving a safe environment 
in remote locations is to identify the hazards and/or 
health and safety deficiencies which may exist and 
systematically manage those issues: 
 
 As part of a Formal Safety Assessment, the 

hazards associated with a particular location 
must be assessed to ensure adequate safety 
management planning is implemented. 

 
 Process Hazard Reviews (ongoing) may be 

required as operational and environmental 
conditions change with time and seasons. 

 
 Task specific risk analysis should be 

conducted (JSA, work method statements) to 
ensure compliance, understanding and 
effective management and allocation of 
responsibilities. 

 
 Training for remote locations (induction, 

driver training, job specific training, etc) 
including differentiation of training and 
competencies required for workers and 

2. TRANSPORTATION AND TRAVELLING TO 
REMOTE LOCATIONS 

 
Selection of suitable, well maintained vehicles and 
obtaining information about the area to enhance 
driver safety: 
 
 Area maps, itinerary, contact lists, 

communications, spares, road conditions 
(gravel, etc), terrain, fauna, livestock, etc is 
potential information to source.  

 
 Recommend check (internet or police) of 

latest road condition report available by area 
in each State, including recommended stops 
for fuel, water and supplies. 

 
 Recommend preparation of detailed 

checklists of vehicle condition requirements 
and additional support equipment 
requirements. 

 
 Minimum quantities of potable water – 4 

litres per person per day. 
 
 Refer to the APIA Vehicle Safety Guidelines 

for safety information regarding: 
 
 Distances travelled, time of travel, speed 

control, driver skills, methods of transport, 
driver fatigue and driving conditions 



 

 

3. COMMUNICATION PROCEDURES 
 
Communication infrastructure will ensure that 
persons in remote locations are able to contact readily 
and receive required information in a timely and 
efficient manner: 
 
 Plan to ensure effective communication 

systems and procedures (telephones, email, 
satellite, VHF, UHF, etc) are established and 
operable. 

 
 Contingency planning for communication 

breakdowns developed. 
 
 Lone work procedures and emergency kits 

(EPIRB, communications, etc). 
 
 
 
4. EMERGENCY RESPONSE PROCEDURES 
 
The objective is to ensure that co-ordinated and 
effective plans, systems and appropriately trained 
personnel are in place to detect, mobilise, contain and 
recover from an emergency situation: 
 
 Describe how emergency response is initiated 

and how emergency teams are activated. 
 
 Specify command, control and communication 

arrangements. 
 
 Identify the best method for evacuation of 

personnel in a critical situation (eg Flying 
Doctors, other medivac solutions). 

 
 Develop plans in conjunction with relevant 

stakeholders (company, contractors, etc) and 
the local or closest emergency services.  

5. REMOTE CAMPS AND STATIONS 
 
 Planning for remote location construction 

infrastructure such as mobile camps and 
offices. 

 
 
6. EXTREME CLIMATIC CONDITIONS 
 
Understanding the types of weather conditions that 
may be encountered in various locations around 
Australia will have a determination on the safety 
management initiatives of project or operational 
planning: 
 
 Wet seasons, cyclones, extreme heat, extreme 

cold, etc and the effects that these conditions 
will have on the risk management planning 
for the project. 

 
 T h e  B u r e a u  o f  M e t e o r o l o g y 

(www.bom.gov.au) provides information in 
an historical context to ensure adequate 
planning can be conducted for future 
activities. 

For more information contact APIA 02 6273 0577 or apia@apia.asn.au 

These guidelines are provided on the understanding that: 
 The authors, editors and Australian Pipeline Industry Association Ltd are not responsible in any way for any errors or omissions, nor the result of any actions taken on the 

basis of information in the guidelines; 

 The publisher is not engaged in rendering professional services. The publisher, authors and editors expressly deny all and any person, however these guidelines were obtained 
by them, in respect of anything done by any such person in reliance, whole or partial, upon the whole or any part of this publication; 

  The guidelines do not in any way override any State, Territory or Federal safety requirements or regulations 


